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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\Charles City County Court House is a one-story T-shaped structure of brick
laid in Flemish bond both above and below the!finely molded|water table.
Rubbed brick is found at the corners of the building and in the jambs of
the windows and arches. Gauged brickwork is found in the segmental arches

is surrounded by an apparently original modillion cornice above which is

a steep hipped roof covered in tin. |During the extensive alterations
undertaken on the building the five bay arcade across the front of the
building was enclosed and windows were installed in the voids. All of the
original window openings except for the two in the east arm of the T have
been lowered several courses and have lost their original sash.| The two
unaltered windows have nine-over-nine sash with wide muntins. | A simple
one-story front porch has been added to the south end of the building)
which now has a door cut into itfwhich is used as the main entrance of

the buildingi

Hardly any original woodwork remains on the interior of the building
except for the architraves and doors of the chambers in the T. Each of
these rooms have fireplaces but their chimneys are replacements. The
walls in both these rooms are bare plaster. The judge's bench is now
located across what was the center arch of the exterior arcade. No
original court furnishings appear to remain.

The area around the courthouse contains a Confederate monument, a late-
nineteenth century clerk's office with later additions, and a circa 1867
;frame jail which retains its original irom bar windows. . . = |

over the windows and in the round arches of the arcade. The entire structu
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewvents, Etc.)

Named for Prince Charles who later became King Charles I, the Charles City
Corporation was established in 1618, and became Charles City County in
1634 when the colony was divided into eight '"'shires'. This original

shire or county contained lands on both sides of the James River between
James City County on the east and Henrico County on the west, and extended
to the south and west for an indefinite distance.

It is believed that the first county seat was located at City Point,
originally known as Charles City Point, now part of the modern city of
Hopewell. 1In 1639 the court was meeting on the north side of the river
at Westover Plantation, and for the remainder of the seventeenth century
the court alternated between sites on both sides of the James. |In 1702
the County was divided into two sections - the portion below the James
becoming Prince George County, and the north side of the river retaining
the name Charles City County. The court continued to meet in the old
courthouse at Westover until circa 1730-when-the county seat was moved to
its present and more centralized location on the river road between
Williamsburg and Richmond. | Because the Charles City court records were
destroyed during the Civil War the construction date of the present
courthouse is uncertain but it is believed that it was built in the early
1730's. The similarity between the brickwork of the courthouse and that
of nearby Westover has caused experts to assume the two structures were
erected by the same builder.

The courthouse was\rifled during the Civil War and was\radically altered
in the years following.| Fortunately the alterations are rectifiable by
careful restoration. %Déspite these changes the Charles City Courthouse
is probably the most sophisticated surviving example of the small group
of arcaded front colonial courthouses. | The county seat has never been
commercially developed, causing the courthouse to retain its isolated
setting at a country crossroads, much as it was in colonial times.
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission b July 245 11969
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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U.S.G.S. 73' quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000)
Charles City, Va. (1965)

Charles City County Court House
Latitude Longitude
370 20 28" 77° 04% 21"




