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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Aldie is picturesquely located in the gap of the Little River at the northerr
end of the Bull Run Mountains. The mill and the miller's house are on the
south side of the Lee-Jackson Memorial Highway (originally the Little River
Turnpike), while the Mercer House stands on a knoll overlooking the highway
from the north. The mill is a three-part complex, having a two-story center
section (with two additional levels beneath the broad gable roof) flanked

by a one-story section on the east and a two-story section on the west.

The center section is connected to the flanking sections by one-story

brick and frame hyphens with shed roofs. All three major parts of the

mill are laid in American bond on stone foundations. The west section is
distinguished by diamond-shaped header-brick patterns between the second
floor windows. The wooden portions of the mill include hand-hewn chamfered
beams and chestnut door frames.. Much of the mill's original machinery
survives, including the imported burrstones of French flint. The elevated
millrace behlnd the mill originally fed water to the no-longer functioning
twin overshot mill wheels. The two-story brick miller's house is located
between the millrace and the Little River, just behind the mill. The house
has been enlarged with an extensive rear ell.

______ , originally had a full
view of the mill from its elevated location, but the view is now obscured
by trees. The stuccoed brick house has been considerably altered inside
and out, and has several later additions that generally conform to the
Federal style of the original portion of the house. The house is currently
T-shaped in plan, with later additions between the arms of the T, and a
two-story addition on the north end of the house,. A much;altered and,
enlarged outbulldlng stands to the north of the house. What appears to
be an old frame smokehouse is located just behind the house. : i 4
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1803, Charles Fenton Mercer, noted mllltary officer and’legislator,
settled near the Little River in the lower’ part of Loudoun County,

where he began his law practice. On a "hill above the point where the
Little River Turnpike crossed the river, Mercer built a two-story brick
house to serve as the residence for his estate. He named_h;§_g§£§te
Aldie Manor after Aldie Castle in Scotland, the seat of the Mercer
féﬁii;mfrom which he believed himself descended. 1In 1804, Mercer
obtained legal rights to erect a mill dam on the Little River, as well

as the right to raise the water of the river for the purpose of erecting

a mill. A large brick grist mill was put up by Mercer's slaves soon
thereafter. A small village grew up near the mill, and in 1810 it was
offIETEIIy named Aldie in honor of Mercer's estate. B

Aldie Mill survives as one of the most handsomely outfitted and best-
preserved mills in Virginia. ‘Its twin overshot -wheels'are thought to

be a unique feature in Virginia mill construction. The mill is still

in operatlon, and the present owner ‘and miller 'is the great<great- grandson
of Mercer's own miller. It is said that Aldie Mill ground grain for James
Monroe when he lived at nearby Oak Hill. The mill, along with the miller's
house and the manor house form an unusually complete early- -nineteenth
century mill complex in an especially picturesque setting.

Aldie Mill's significance is enhanced by the distinguished career of its
founder. During the War of 1812, Mercer was made brigadier-general of
militia in command of the forces at Norfolk. He was a member of the
Virginia House of Delegates from 1810 to 1817, during which time he brought
forward a bill for construction of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. In 1817
he was elected to the United States Congress, where he became an outspoken
opponent of the African slave trade. An ardent abolitionist, Mercer
served for several years as President of the American Colonization Society.
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U.S.G.S. 74' quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000)
Middleburg, Va. (1946)
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