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Form 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE : 

Virginia 
COUNTY: 

Loudoun NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

.1 mi.W of intersection 
E of intersection of 
of Rt.50 and Rt.732,e 

50, and extending .3 mi. S of Rt. 50. 

CODE COUNTY : 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

(Che c k One) 

~ District [j Building □ Public Public Acquis ition: 

□ Site □ Structure Q!: Private D In Process 

□ Object □ Both D Being Considered 

PRESEN T USE (Check One o r More as Appropriate) 

□ Agricultura l □ Government □ Park 

e9 Commercial □ Industr ial Private Residence 

□ Educationa I □ Military Religious 

□ Entertainment □ Museum Scientific 

James E. Douglas (owner of Aldie Mill) 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE : 

Aldie 

COURTHOUSE , REGISTR Y OF DEEDS, E T C : 

Loudoun Count Court House Clerk's Office 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE 

STATUS 

Q!: Occupied 

D Unoccupied 

0 Preservation work 

in progress 

D Transportation 

D Other (Specify) 

Leesburg Virginia 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes : 

~ Restricted 

D Unrestricted 

□ No 

D Comments 

CODE 

CODE 

45 
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Corrnnission 
S T REET AND NUMBER : 

Room 1116 Ninth Street State Offi e Buildin 
CITY OR TOW : STATE: 

Richmond Vir inia 

CODE 
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VLR Listed: 6/2/1970
NRHP Listed: 9/15/1970



CONDITION 
D Excellent 

D Altered 

D Good [2l Foir 

( Ch eck On e) 

1K] Unaltered 

(Check One) 

D Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

D Ruins D Unexposed 

(Check One) 

D Moved ~ Original Site 

Aldie is picturesquely located in the gap of the Little River at the norther 
end of the Bull Run Mountains. The mill and the miller's house are on the 
south side of the Lee-Jackson Memorial Highway (originally the Little River 
Turnpike), while the Mercer House stands on a knoll overlooking the highway 
from the north. The mill is a three-part s2~p_le_~ , having a two-st _y_£enter 
section (with two additional i evefs--b en·e~-th the broad gable roof) f~ 
by a one-story section on the ~ast and a two-story section on the west. 
The ·c·ent:e :r - se·ctio.p. .{s connect to i he flanking sections by one-story 
brtck an<;Lfi:.am.e.....h..y..phens. w-ith s.he.d . .r.QQ(S. All three major parts 0£ the 
mill are laid in American bond ' on stone foundations. The west section is 
distinguished by diamond-shaped header-brick patterns between the second 
floor .windows • . The wooden. portions of the mill include hand-hewn chamfered 
beams_ and chestnut door frames .• _ Much of the mill's original machinery 
survives, incl~ding the import~d burrstones of French flint. The elevated 
millrace behind the mill originally fee( water to the no-longer functioning 
twin overshot mill wheels. The two-story brick miller's house is located 
between the millrace and the Little River, just behind the mill. The house 
has been enlarged with an extensive rear ell. 

The Mercer House, on the opposite side of the road, originally had a full 
view of the mill from its elevated location, but the view is now obscured 
by trees. The stuccoed brick house has been consic!~r..ahl_y.....a.l.t.ered inside 
and out, and has several later additions that generally conform to the 
Federal style of the original portion of the house. The house is currently 
T-shaped in plan, with later additions between the arms of the T, and a 
tw9-~tor y .. ~d~~ti~H;1. op __ thf -1?-<?~~p enc:/, of_ the ll~>Ul?(;~ ; A much I c;t).tered, anq., 
enlarged outbuilding stands to the north of the house. What appears to 
pe . al). . <>lq , fr~e _·. sll1o~eliqu~e t~ . ,lpcc1t~d just behind the house. ; 
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Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

COUNT Y 

4. Commander William B. Bullis (owner of Mercer House) 
Aldie, Virginia Code: 45 

4. Robert J. Buttermark (owner of Miller's House) 
Aldie, Virginia Code: 45 

Virginia 

Loudoun 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 



:z 
0 

t­

u 
::::> 

D:: 

t-

:z 

w 
w 

PERIOD (Chec:Jr One or llore •• Appropriate) 

O Pre-Coh•bian I D 16th Century 

O 15th Century O 17th Century 

'SPECIFIC DATE.lSI (JI Applicable -d~. 

AREAS' OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cllec.l: 0- ---re aa A,-opriate) 

0 Tlhh Century 

~ 19th Century 

Abos iginal O Eclvcati.., .QJ Poliiicol ' '. 

.G] •Prelustwic ·: ·:. □ -Engineering t . ' ' I ' ' □ Religi~Phi: ' ·. 

D His'-ic D Industry losophy 

0 Agricultu,. 0 f..,,.,tio. ·. : • ' 1; 0 :sJence ' : 
0 ArchitectuN O Londscape O Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture O Sociol/H--

~c-ce 
□ c--icotions 

□ c-servation 

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

O Music 

itsian 

0 Theater 

O Transportotion 

0 20th Century 

0 ' Url,en_ Planning • " 

,. I!!· Odter -· (Specify) ·· · · 

, 1 Scenic.'. 

; i . . , , . ,' 
In 1803 Charl_gs __ r:~11~_<:>n Mercer, noted military officer and legislator, 
settled near the Little Rive-r in the lower r:part df Loudoun ·c;:ounty, 
--- .. • •• - I ~ ' • • •. , . . • 

where he began his law practice. On a hill above the point where the 
Little River Turnpike crossed the . river, Mercer built a two-:-story brick 
house to serve as the residence for his estate. He named his estate­
AfdieManor ·· after Aldie Castle in Scotland, the seat of the Mercer 
f~om which he believed himself descended. In 1804, Mercer 
obtained legal rights to erect a mill dam on the Little River, as well 
as the right to raise the water of the river for the purpose of erecting 
a mill. A large bricurist mill was put up by Mercer's sl.ave.s_S.Q.9.Jl 
thereafter. A sm_c,!.ll villag~_ gfew up .. neax the-m.i.ll, and in 1810 it was 
officially named Aldie in honor of Mercer's estate. 

Aldie Mill survives as one of the most handsomely outfitted and best­
preser,ved mills in Virginia. ' ' lts " twirt oversh ' , hee.ls ' are · thought - to · 
be a unique feature in Virginia mill construction. The mill is still 
in operation, and the present owner ' artd miller "is ·the' great-great:graridson 
of Mercers own miller. It is said that Aldie Mill ground grain for James 
Monroe when he lived at nearby Oak Hill. The Illi!._!., along~!~ th~_mjller's 
house and the manor hou,e form an unusually complete early-nineteenth 
c;nt~ ry mill com:plex ·i~ an especially picturesque setting. -

.. ------- -··---- -~- - . --·' . 

Aldie Mill's significance is enhanced by the distinguished career of its 
founder. During the War of 1812, Mercer was made brigadier-general of 
militia in command of the forces at Norfolk. He was a member of the 
Virginia House of Delegates from 1810 to 1817, during which time he brought 
forward a bill for construction of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. In 1817 
he was elected to the United States Congress, where he became an outspoken 
opponent of the African slave trade. An ardent abolitionist, Mercer 
served for several years as President of the American Colonization Society. 
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Hanson, Raus McDill, Virginia Place Names; Derivations; Historical Uses. 
Verona, Virginia: 1969. 

Loudoun County Records, 2-E P.420. 
O'Neal, William B., Architecture in Virginia. New York: 1968. 
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DEFINING -A RECTA'NGt.E "_LOCATIN'G THE PROPERTY O ·· DEF~NING TH,E CENT-ER POINT- OF A PROPERTY 
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NW 
NE 

LATl,UDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
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38° 58' 
38° 58' 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees 
0 

Minutes Second; · Degrees 
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Minutes Seconds 
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✓ 

SE ... 38° 58' 

77 ° 38. 40 • 
77 ° 38. 22 
77 ·· o \.-38 • 22 .... ; 

t~ ((~ 
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY 

STATE : CODE COUNTY 

✓, 

STATE : CODE COUNTY : 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : 

STATE : CODE COUNT Y: 

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmark·~\ Conm1i$siQn 
ORGANIZATION 

'Hrginia His-toric Landmarks 
STR_lf_ET AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116 Ninth Street State Office Buildin 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE CODE 

Richmond " , , , , , Vir inia 
· .. t~, .. ~TAtE t 141:sgt•:0f'tn-C&R.¢ftttitlf.t:¢.i\1}pn·.·.·.·•·· ·········• i .ii.... . NAT!Pr-1&4 R~A!$T¢R MJ;RiFiCAJ:IAN ❖ >i .•.···.· . 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na :• · 1 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (.Public Law 

g.9-665), I hereby nominate this prope r ty for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated a c cording t o the criterfa1 a nti prckedu res set 

forth by the National Park Service . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

Nationa l D State ~ Local O 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairma 

..J I i '\ I., 
· I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Nationa 1 Register. 

S£P 15 1970 
Date __________________ _ 

ATTEST: 

Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi sion 
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1Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

House, 

STATE 
Vir inia 

COUNTY 

Loudoun 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

sTREETANDNUMBER' Extending .1 mi. E of intersection of Rt. 612 and Rt. 50, 
extendin .1 mi. W of intersection of Rt. 50 and Rt. 732, extending .2 mi. 

ciTY oR TowN, N of Rt. 50, and extending .3 mi. S of Rt. 50. 
Aldie 

STATE: CODE COUNTY : 

TO BE INC LUD ED ON ALL MAPS 
1. Property broundaries where required . 

2 . North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

CODE 
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