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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
I hereby certify that this property is:  
      entered in the National Register  
      determined eligible for the National Register  
      determined not eligible for the National Register  
      removed from the National Register  
      other (explain:)  _____________________   
 

                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  
 
Public – Local 
 
Public – State  
 
Public – Federal  
 
 
Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

 
Building(s) 
 
District  
 
Site 
 
Structure  
 
Object  
 
 
 
 

 

X 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)  

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_____2________   ______4_______  buildings 
 
_____1________   ______0_______  sites 
 
_____0________   ______6_______  structures 
 
_____0________   ______1_______  objects 
 
_____3________   ______11_______  Total 

 
 
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0_____ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/Agricultural field, Agricultural outbuilding 
___________________ 
___________________ 
 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling 
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/Agricultural field, Agricultural outbuilding 
___________________ 
___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  
 
Architectural Classification  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
MID-19TH CENTURY/Greek Revival 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 
 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: _BRICK, WOOD/Weatherboard, GLASS,  
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
Rotherwood is an early nineteenth century agricultural estate and former plantation that retains a 
high degree of architectural integrity associated with its period of significance. The property is 
located in rural Southampton County off Southampton Parkway (Highway 58) in southeast 
Virginia. The boundaries of the property encompass a 58-acre portion of the current tax parcel 
that contains the known historic resources and confirmed archaeological sites. The larger current 
parcel itself, at 197 acres, is a portion of the original agricultural estate, and is situated 
approximately three miles west of the town of Capron, Virginia. The property is not visible from 
Highway 58, and is accessed via a winding dirt and gravel road. Primarily surrounded by 
farmland, the core of the property is situated in a smaller rectangular, landscaped area that is 
accessed by a long, tree-lined dirt driveway branching off from Southampton Parkway. 
Rotherwood consists of an intact, early-nineteenth-century, Greek Revival dwelling, surrounded 
by agricultural fields and retains at least one early-nineteenth-century outbuilding and several 
mid-twentieth-century agricultural outbuildings located to the north of the house. In addition to 
the dwelling and c. 1820 outbuilding, the property also includes a contributing archaeological 
site (44SN0299) associated with Rotherwood’s enslaved African Americans, confirmed through 
professional surface testing. The property also includes 11 non-contributing resources that 
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largely consist of mid-twentieth century agricultural buildings that allowed the property to 
continue as a farm as well as a c.1900 frame shed. The main house is set apart from the 
outbuildings and sits on a hill overlooking the fields southeast of the driveway. The main yard is 
enclosed with a modern brick wall to the northwest and northeast, a post and wire fence to the 
southeast, and a line of trees to the southwest behind the house. On the southern end of the 
boundary just before the open fields turn to wooded forest is a contributing archaeological site 
that has been documented as the potential location of former dwellings for enslaved persons.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Setting and Landscaping  

Rotherwood is located in rural Southampton County off Southampton Parkway in southeast 
Virginia. Part of an expansive rural landscape, the areas surrounding the property largely consist 
of farmland and other agricultural resources. The property is not visible from the road, as the 
core of the property is situated in a smaller rectangular, landscaped area that is accessed by a 
long, tree-lined dirt driveway branching off from Southampton Parkway. Located southeast of 
the driveway, the house sits on a large, rectangular grass hill overlooking mostly flat farmland to 
the northeast. The main yard is partially enclosed with a brick wall constructed ca. 2021-2022 
along the east and north yards, while a post-and-wire fence encloses the south and west sides of 
the main house yard. Openings along the north brick wall provide access to the outbuildings and 
driveway. A bell, situated on a large wood post, is located in the western corner of the yard. 
Additionally, the well is located northwest of the house within the main yard.  

Within the main yard, small bushes and trees are situated around the perimeter of the house and 
frame the small brick walkway connecting to the front steps of the house. These plantings may 
serve as a windbreak. A narrow grassy area, with bushes and small trees, surrounds the perimeter 
of the main yard. Additionally, lines of largely evergreen hedges line the entry drive and separate 
a mown, grassy area to the west (rear) of the dwelling from an adjacent cultivated field. The 
hedges extend to encircle a larger grassy yard from woodlands to the south, a farm field to the 
east (not associated with Rotherwood), the long entry drive from Southampton Parkway 
(Highway 58), a small wooded area and pond, surrounded by uneven terrain, north of the main 
house. 

The outbuildings, although located in close proximity to the house, are clustered in a separate 
larger area at the end of the driveway and north of the house. A curved dirt road runs through the 
main area providing access to each of the outbuildings. Although the layout of the outbuildings is 
irregular, they are largely situated on either side of the dirt road and are all loosely contained 
within the same rectangular area which is bordered by a row of trees to the northeast and 
southwest. Uncultivated grass fields are located beyond to the north. Wooded areas located 
beyond the house, outbuildings, and immediate farmland largely obscure the property to the 
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south, west, and along the road to the north. Although a few of the outbuildings on-site have 
been lost, the rural setting largely remains unchanged. 

A. Main House (c.1809, ca. 1820, ca. 1851-52) – Contributing Building  

Oriented toward the east, the main house is a two-story, five-bay, rectangular, wood-frame, 
Greek Revival-style plantation house. Typical of many extant early nineteenth century dwellings 
in the area, Rotherwood’s primary residence is an evolved resource that was constructed in 
phases. Physical and documentary evidence suggests that the earliest phase of construction began 
as early as 1809. Between 1809 and 1820, a one-story addition was constructed on the north end 
of the house. In 1851-1852, the house was again enlarged and remodeled. The house’s mid-
nineteenth century Greek Revival features present today most likely date to this third phase of 
construction.  

Exterior 

The main house has a brick foundation, wood weatherboard siding, and a hipped, metal standing-
seam roof with a simple molded cornice. There are two interior-end brick chimneys, with 
corbeled caps. Windows largely include six-over-six, double-hung, wood-sash with wood sills 
and paneled wood shutters. Windows on the first story are taller. Typical of the style, the five-
bay east façade is balanced with symmetrically-placed windows flanking a central portico entry. 
With its Doric columns and full entablature, the one-story, one-bay portico is consistent with 
typical vernacular interpretations of Greek Revival design in the area. Slightly raised, the portico 
has a brick foundation and wood decking, and is accessed by brick steps. Photographs taken of 
the house in 1937 show two large columns supporting either side of the porch, but by 1973, only 
the two remaining columns were extant. The porch has a flat, standing-seam metal roof and full 
entablature, with a simple molded cornice, a wide frieze band with a row of tiny dentils, and 
plain architrave, and is supported by fluted Doric columns and Doric pilasters. The main 
entrance features a single-leaf, four-panel wood door and screen door set within an architrave 
trim surround highlighted by multiple-light rectangular transom and sidelights with wood tracery 
in an “X” pattern and, below the sidelights, wood panels.  

The north and south two-bay side elevations feature asymmetrically-placed windows. At its west 
corner, the south elevation has a single-leaf, four-panel, wood entry door set under a narrow, 
one-story porch. Supported by square, wood, Doric columns and pilasters, the porch has a simple 
entablature and a hipped, standing-seam metal roof. Wood panels enclose the lower portion of 
the sides of the porch, which has a brick foundation, wood decking, and is accessed by brick 
steps. Due to severe deterioration of the wood decking, modern wood decking has been 
temporarily applied over the historic decking. On each side elevation, the windows directly abut 
the east corner board, leaving no room for a shutter on this side. 

The rear, or west, elevation is similar to the layout of the façade with the exception of an 
additional first-story entrance and a larger porch. The three-bay, one-story porch is supported by 
simple, square, wood columns and has a simple frieze and cornice with a flat, standing-seam 
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metal roof. The porch has a brick pier foundation that has been infilled with concrete block, 
wood decking, and is accessed by brick steps. Physical evidence suggests that the rear porch was 
added at a later date. Set within a simple flush wood surround, the centered rear entrance features 
a single-leaf, four-panel wood door and screen door with flanking by three-light sidelights, both 
of which have a lower wood panel. The left-of-center, single-leaf entrance, which directly 
accesses the kitchen to the northwest, has a four-panel wood door and screen door set within a 
simple flush wood surround.  

Interior 

The interior of the main house has a double-pile, central hall plan on the first and second floor, 
with two rooms on each side of the central hall. The first floor features a central passage plan 
flanked by two rooms on either side. A small half-bath was added in the location of a former 
closet at the far southeast corner of the house. Each room features a fireplace with a Greek 
Revival wood mantel that has engaged Doric pilasters, a wide, plain frieze with a molded 
cornice, and a plain shelf. The fireboxes have been enclosed and converted to gas in all rooms. 

The wide central hall, which is accessed by entrances at the front and rear of the house, features 
an open-well staircase with a mid-level landing in the hall’s southwest corner. The wood, open-
string staircase has a Victorian-era large decorative, turned newel post at the base, turned 
balusters of the same period, and a handrail with rounded edges. 

On the second floor, a full bathroom is located at the east end of the hall directly above the front 
entry, in the location of a former cloak or storage room. Bedrooms flank the second-floor hall, 
with the two larger bedrooms located at the front (east) side of the house.  

Historic materials include wide plank wood floors, plaster walls, and plaster ceilings on the first 
floor. Prior to 2005, sheetrock was applied over the existing ceiling and then replastered in the 
second-floor bedrooms. Trim includes tall, simple baseboards consistent with the Greek Revival 
style and decorative wood architrave trim around the doors and windows. The first-floor central 
hall, parlor, and kitchen each feature a deeply reeded, plaster crown molding. Door surrounds 
along the first-floor central hall also feature simple corner blocks. The windows all have 
decorative wood window sills, and the first-floor windows also have decorative wood panels 
extending to the floor below each window. Overall, the floors, walls, ceilings, and majority of 
trim appear to be in good condition with only some minor plaster cracks and wood trim 
deterioration as a result of what appears to be water damage. Interior doors throughout the house 
include large four-panel wood doors accessing the rooms and narrow two-panel wood doors 
accessing closets. Large pocket doors likely once divided the parlor and kitchen, but the opening 
has been narrowed to a single door opening. Decorative trim marks the former opening. The 
majority of the doors retain their rim locks; however, some have been replaced with polished 
brass knobs. Central heat and air conditioning have been added.  
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B. Outbuilding 1 (c.1820) – Contributing Building  

Outbuilding 1 is a one-story, wood frame building with a steeply pitched gable roof covered with 
standing seam metal surrounded by pent-roof lean-tos on all elevations. The lean-to shed 
additions were constructed by the early twentieth century, and are largely open and supported by 
a mixture of round logs and square posts. The core of the building has a brick pier foundation, 
supporting hewn sills and rough-cut log joists. The exterior has been almost entirely reclad with 
circular sawn (or later) wood weatherboard siding. On the south façade, however, a portion of 
the original beaded weatherboard is extant on the top half of the wall. This weatherboard retains 
wrought nails and shows evidence that the building was once whitewashed on the exterior. The 
primary entrance is located on the south elevation and a double-sheathed wood door with strap 
hinges hangs in the opening. On the rear (north) elevation is an opening with a four-panel door 
likely reused from an area of the Rotherwood main house.  

Partially exposed wall framing on the north elevation reveals sash or pit sawn framing. The 
interior walls have been covered with modern drywall or plywood. The ceiling features tongue 
and groove boards with smoothly finished and beaded joists. The floor has been covered with 
modern carpet. Based on the presence of detailed finishes such as the beaded ceiling joists, 
beaded weatherboard, and whitewashing, this outbuilding may have served an important purpose 
on the landscape, or was highly visible to visitors. While oral tradition has asserted that this 
building once may have served as a secondary dwelling, no evidence of a chimney or heating 
source was found during the fieldwork. Without a chimney, it is unlikely that the building served 
as a dwelling.  

C. Well (c.1950) – Non-contributing Structure 

This well structure, which is no more than three feet in height, has a concrete block foundation 
and walls. It is capped by a wood-framed side-gable roof clad in asphalt shingles that appears to 
be removable.  

D. Shed (c.1900) – Non-contributing Building 

This one-story, one-bay, wood-frame, shed has wood clapboard siding and a front-gable, metal, 
standing-seam roof with boxed, overhanging eaves on the sides. The foundation is not visible. 
The façade, or northeast elevation, features a single board-and-batten door with strap hinges. A 
single wood-framed window opening, which has been covered, is located on the southeast 
elevation.  

E. Lean-to (c.1990) –Non-contributing Structure  

Similar to a pole barn, this one-story, rectangular structure is supported by three large wood 
posts on each side and in the center. It has a shed, metal-standing seam roof with exposed rafters 
and rafter tails.  
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F. Metal Machine Shed (c. 1970) – Non-contributing Building  

This large, one-story, one-bay metal machine shed has a concrete foundation, all-purpose vertical 
metal siding, and a flat metal roof. The façade, or northwest elevation, features a large sliding 
loading door. A metal-framed opening, which has been covered, is located on the northeast 
elevation. A shed lean-to, with wood support posts and a corrugated metal roof, is appended to 
the southwest elevation.  

G. Pole Barn (c. 1970) – Non-contributing Structure  

The wide one-story, one-bay pole barn has a front-gable, metal standing-seam roof with metal 
cladding on the gable face at each end. It is supported by square wood posts on each side that are 
connected via cross brace framing for extra support. An open structure at each end, the roof 
rafters remain exposed.  

H. Barn (c.1950, c. 2007) – Non-contributing Building  

This rectangular, one-story wood frame barn consists of an enclosed section with an open pole 
barn attached to the front. The building, likely constructed in the mid-twentieth century was 
damaged after c. 1994, and the front portion of the building was demolished and the new open 
section appended to the front of the building. The building rests on a concrete block foundation, 
has deteriorated wood siding, and a metal, standing seam roof. The pole barn addition is 
supported by wood posts and has exposed rafters. Overall, the building is in poor condition with 
severe deterioration to the wood siding, missing siding boards, and close and in-grown 
vegetation negatively impacting the materials and stability.  

I. Corrugated Metal Shed 2 (c.1950) – Non-contributing Building  

This one-story, one-bay shed has a concrete foundation, plywood siding covering corrugated 
metal, and a front-gable, corrugated metal roof with boxed eaves. A tall, double-leaf entrance is 
located on the northwest elevation; cut-out window openings flank the entrance. Overall, the 
building is in poor condition with several holes in the siding and deterioration of the plywood 
and roof material.  

J. Metal Grain Bin 1 (c.1970) – Non-contributing Structure 
K. Metal Grain Bin 2 (c.1970)— Non-contributing Structure 
L. Metal Grain Bin 3 (c.1970)— Non-contributing Structure 

These three, circular silos have corrugated metal siding and a conical metal, v-crimp roof. Each 
has a roof ladder attached and a central, circular lid, as well as another oval lid on the side of the 
roof. Each also has a narrow, metal access door on the side.  

M. Bell Pole (c.1980) – Non-contributing Object 

A metal bell tethered to a rope sits atop a square wood post. The bell appears to be historic, but it 
is unclear where it was originally used and if it is associated with Rotherwood historically.  
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N. South Field Archaeological Site (44SN0299) – Contributing Site 

The South Field (44SN0299) is located approximately 300 feet south of the main house in an 
open agricultural field just north of the wooded portion of the parcel. Limited archaeological 
investigation consisting of controlled surface collection and archival research of the area took 
place conducted in 2010-2011. More than 500 artifacts dating from the late 18th century through 
the first half of the 19th century artifacts were collected. The artifacts are associated with the 
enslaved population that lived at Rotherwood. Artifacts collected were mapped, revealing a 
distinct pattern and concentration. The items collected, as well as the location downslope from 
the main house, suggests this area may once have been the location of slave dwellings. More 
intensive archaeological testing in the future may reveal additional features that could help better 
understand the history of the enslaved population at Rotherwood. 

Integrity Analysis 

Although several of the secondary resources have been lost and some changes have occurred 
over time, the relationships among the extant buildings are unchanged and the striking views of 
the rural landscape remain largely undisturbed. Thus, the present-day area associated with the 
historic Rotherwood retains its historic character. Although reduced in size, the property’s 
boundary represents the physical area originally associated with the historic plantation house, 
adjacent agricultural buildings and fields, and historic landscapes and archaeological resources 
associated with the enslaved population, thereby retaining integrity of setting and location. The 
buildings and structures on the property retain the physical elements associated with their 
original design, including the general architectural features, form, and stylized elements. 
Additionally, the buildings largely retain their original historic materials. Therefore, the property 
retains integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. These factors, together with the 
documented history of the property, result in Rotherwood’s high integrity of feeling and 
association as a nineteenth plantation that transitioned after the Civil War to respond to market 
forces and end reliance on an enslaved workforce. The undisturbed character of the property’s 
domestic core and agricultural fields also are important considerations for potential further 
archaeological investigations that may occur. The presence of concentrations of artifacts in the 
South Field Archaeological Site (44SN0299) visible during surface inspection adds to the 
property’s integrity of materials, feeling, and association. 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location 

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 
c. 1809-1851 

Significant Dates  
N/A 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation  
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Unknown  
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  

Rotherwood is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C at 
the local level of significance. Rotherwood is a well-preserved nineteenth century plantation that 
evolved into an agricultural estate following the Civil War, continuing commercial farming 
operations into the mid-twentieth century. The property retains a relatively high number of 
agricultural outbuildings, of which one of the most notable is the c. 1820 timber outbuilding; just 
one outbuilding, a shed, dates to c. 1900. The farm’s twentieth century operations are represented 
more fully by the distinctive metal-clad buildings dating to the 1950s through early 1970s, a span 
that coincides with rapid mechanization and industrialization of large farms. Archaeological 
investigations on the property have located at least one site (44SN0299) in the property’s South 
Field that has been minimally tested through surface inspection and has yielded artifacts that 
shed light on the lives of enslaved individuals from the late eighteenth to mid-nineteenth century. 
Additionally, census, probate, and family documents provide insight regarding the enslaved 
population, as well as a relatively high number of named enslaved persons who lived at 
Rotherwood during the nineteenth century. The property is eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places under Criterion C at the local level in the area of Architecture for its 
c. 1809-1851 Greek Revival-style main house. The period of significance begins c. 1809,
coinciding with the dwelling’s earliest section, and ends in 1851 when the house reached its
current form and style.
______________________________________________________________________________
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

Criterion C: Architecture 

Rotherwood is locally significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture for its Greek 
Revival-style plantation house. Typical features of the style represented at Rotherwood include 
its symmetrical façade, low-pitched hipped roof, one-bay entry portico with Doric columns and a 
full entablature, and main entry with a transom and sidelights. Interior finishes, such as the mid-
nineteenth century mantels, baseboards, doors, trim around window and door openings, wood 
flooring, and decorative plaster crown molding are character-defining elements of the Greek 
Revival style. The central staircase, in contrast, features a Victorian-era newel, balustrade, and 
railing. Contrary to the more common examples of the Greek Revival style throughout Virginia, 
which largely include high-style representations emphasizing stone, stucco, and masonry 
elements, temple-front porticos, and elaborate molding profiles, Rotherwood represents a more 
modest vernacular design with its frame construction, weatherboard siding, wood-framed 
windows, and a front entry surround with paneled sidelights and transom with X tracery (the 
dwelling’s rear entrance has a similar surround but without the wood tracery and transom; if a 
transom once highlighted the rear entry, it has been removed or covered with later materials). 
The design and materials of the house further reflect vernacular construction methods and 
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reliance on locally available natural materials instead of mass-produced and imported materials. 
The character-defining, one-story front portico is supported by fluted Doric columns and Doric 
pilasters and has a full entablature composed of a simple molded cornice, a wide frieze band with 
a row of tiny dentils, and a plain architrave, and Doric fluted columns. A small side porch echoes 
the Greek Revival design with simpler decorative elements that include square Doric columns 
and a plain frieze. The rear porch, which spans most of the elevation, is similarly simple in 
design and materials. In the center passage stair hall, the wood trim includes molded baseboards 
and molded surrounds with butt joints and plain corner blocks. The first-floor central hall, parlor, 
and kitchen each feature deeply reeded, plaster crown molding. The central staircase’s round 
newel and turned wood balustrade date to the Victorian era but have simplicity of design that 
complements the earlier Greek Revival trim. Each of the first-floor rooms has a fireplace with a 
Greek Revival wood mantel that has engaged Doric pilasters, a wide, plain frieze with a molded 
cornice, and a plain shelf. The window and door casing in these rooms matches the central hall’s 
treatments. Trim includes tall, simple baseboards consistent with the Greek Revival style and 
decorative wood architrave trim around the doors and windows. The windows all have 
decorative wood window sills and, adding to the formality of the dwelling’s design, the first-
floor windows also have decorative wood panels extending to the floor below each window. 
Interior doors types include four-panel wood doors on the first floor and two-panel Greek 
Revival style doors on the upper floor.  

Overall, Rotherwood’s stylistic details are subdued in comparison to other Greek Revival 
dwellings in the Tidewater region. Listed in 2008, the Beaton-Powell House (174-5002-0016) 
dates to 1857. Rather than being on a plantation, the Beaton-Powell House is in the Town of 
Boykins. The frame dwelling’s Greek Revival character-defining features include its bilateral 
symmetry, corner pilasters, a wide, simple cornice, two- and four-panel doors, and wo-over-two, 
double-hung sash windows. The building’s exterior was updated with Italianate elements, 
including brackets at the cornice, an elaborately detailed two-story portico with decoratively 
sawn elements, and wood window hoods with a slight peak. A center passage dwelling similar to 
Rotherwood, the Beaton-Powell House’s interior finishes are hierarchical, with the most 
elaborate in the public rooms at the front of the house, somewhat simpler elements in the rear of 
the house, and quite plain elements in the second-story rooms.  

Aspen Lawn (NRHP 200s; 087-0137) is quite similar to Rotherwood’s form and massing, as it 
too is a two-story, hip-roofed dwelling of frame construction. Both houses have five-bay facades, 
with similarly arranged fenestration. Aspen Lawn’s setting on a small hill surrounded by gently 
rolling farm fields is quite similar to Rotherwood’s. The earliest part of the Aspen Lawn is 
thought to date to 1798 and the dwelling reached its current size by about 1820, making it several 
decades older than Rotherwood. Reflective of its earlier date, Aspen Lawn has 9-over-6 sash on 
the first story and 6-over-6 sash on the second story, with the window openings somewhat 
noticeably narrower than those at Rotherwood. Many of Aspen Lawn’s extant exterior elements 
are Federal style, as are the first-floor interior finishes. On the second floor, which dates to the 
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house’s latter period of construction, the two-panel doors and window and door surrounds are 
Greek Revival in style.  

Today Rotherwood’s built environment and landscape include the main dwelling’s architectural 
formality and landscaping as well as a vernacular agricultural landscape characteristic of its rural 
setting. South Field Archaeological Site (44SN0299) is likely the location of dwellings occupied 
by enslaved African Americans at Rotherwood. Together, these disparate resources are important 
to understanding Rotherwood’s historic cultural landscape through decades of change. 
Historically, Rotherwood contained as many as twelve outbuildings, including a detached 
kitchen and additional barns that are no longer extant. Today, the property has the c.1820 
Outbuilding 1, and c. 1900 frame shed, along with a collection of outbuildings that date between 
c. 1950-c.1970. The outbuildings and structures on the property largely retain their original 
design, workmanship, and materials, including footprint, massing, and form. Outbuilding 1 
retains hewn and sash-sawn framing members, log floor joists, and beaded weatherboard siding 
fixed with rose head nails, which are indicative of its original design and workmanship. Several 
elements of the building, including the remaining beaded weatherboard (which appears to have 
been whitewashed), beaded ceiling joists, and enclosed corner stair suggest that it may once have 
served a more formal purpose.1 Outbuilding 1 has been re-roofed and modern drywall and/or 
plywood boards have been added to the interior, but, though deteriorated, the framing and 
finishes convey its early craftsmanship. The building is a rare surviving early nineteenth century 
vernacular agricultural building in Southampton County, and therefore, it contributes to 
Rotherwood’s architectural significance.  

The c. 1900 frame shed represents the tradition of hand-built barns, sheds, corn cribs, and 
granaries using locally available materials and vernacular designs and construction methods. The 
front gable, rectangular building has three different types of wood siding, reflective of many 
farmers’ tradition of making do with materials on hand for building and maintaining utilitarian 
buildings. Its vertical-board door with strap hinges and a simple latch, standing-seam metal 
roofing, and boxed eaves are also typical for early twentieth outbuildings in Southampton 
County. These features presage the forms and materials of outbuildings throughout the first half 
of the twentieth century, as evidenced by the similarities between the c.1900 shed and the c. 
1950-1970 outbuildings at Rotherwood. The utilitarian design and materials of the c.1950-c.1970 
agricultural resources are in keeping with the period’s rapid adoption of mass-produced designs 
for grain bins, metal-sided pole barns, and other such resources as well as standardized materials 
such as dimensional lumber, corrugated metal, and seamed metal roofing. These aspects allowed 
for faster, cheaper construction that resulted in resources that could withstand the hard use 
typical of large-scale farming. As part of the property’s agricultural landscape since World War 

 
1 Additional archaeological and/or architectural investigation is necessary to determine if the building may have 
previously served as a dwelling or secondary dwelling. No chimney was observed during the site visit, and it is 
unlikely that a dwelling would have lacked a heating source.  
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II, these mid-twentieth century outbuildings and structures are not architecturally significant but 
are important to conveying Rotherwood’s agricultural history.  

Historical Background 
 
In 1775, Southampton County native Thomas Ridley purchased 576 acres of land that later 
become known as Rotherwood from his uncle, James Ridley.2 Soon after, in 1776, Ridley 
enlisted for service in the Revolutionary War and was appointed Captain of the 4th Virginia 
Regiment from Southampton County.3 By 1778, Ridley was promoted to the rank of Major of 
the 10th Virginia Regiment of the Continental Line, which soon became the 6th Virginia 
Regiment as regiments were consolidated.4 During the war, Ridley is said to have exhibited great 
courage at the Battle of Brandywine, and empathy and kindness to a wounded British soldier.5 
Although Thomas Ridley retired in 1783 with the rank of Major of the 1st Virginia Regiment, the 
Governor of Virginia appointed Ridley as a Colonel of the Militia of Southampton County in 
1785.6  

Following his military retirement in 1783, Ridley returned to Southampton County where he 
became a planter and prominent member of Southampton County society. Due to his service in 
the Revolutionary War immediately following his purchase of the property, it is estimated that at 
this time the Rotherwood lands began to take shape as an agricultural estate. By the time of his 
death in 1815, the original 576 acres had been expanded to include over 3,500 acres.7 Upon his 
return home, Ridley served as a Justice of the Peace in 1784, and was elected as a Vestryman of 
St. Luke’s Parish in 1785. The same year, Ridley was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates 
for Southampton County, a position he continued to hold until 1787. In 1790, he was elected to 
the Virginia state Senate and was re-elected to this position through 1800. Ridley was also an 
original member of the Society of the Cincinnati, a fraternal organization of Continental Army 
officers established in 1783 that selected George Washington as the organization’s first President 
General.8 

Although it is unknown exactly what crops were initially grown at Rotherwood, tobacco 
cultivation in Tidewater Virginia was beginning to decline in the late-eighteenth century, and 
most farmers in Southampton County had transitioned to growing grain crops like wheat and 

 
2 Matthew R. Laird, Rotherwood, Southampton County, Virginia: A History, 1607-2011 (Williamsburg, VA: James 
River Institute for Archaeology, Inc., 2011), 4. 
3 Henry W. Lewis, Southampton Ridleys and their kin (Chapel Hill, NC: Private Publisher, 1961), 24. 
4 Lewis, Southampton Ridleys and their kin, 24. 
5 Laird, Rotherwood, 4. 
6 Lewis, Southampton Ridleys and their kin, 25. 
7 Laird, Rotherwood, 4-5. 
8 John Cropper, “List of original members of the Society of the Cincinnati in the State of Virginia,” Society of the 
Cincinnati in the State of Virginia (Richmond: The Society, 1896). Accessed August 19, 2022. 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.listoforiginalme00soci/?st=gallery;  Lewis, Southampton Ridleys and 
their kin, 25; Patrick Allan Pospisek, “Society of the Cincinnati,” George Washington’s Mount Vernon. Accessed 
August 19, 2022. https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/society-of-the-
cincinnati/.  

https://www.loc.gov/resource/gdcmassbookdig.listoforiginalme00soci/?st=gallery
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/society-of-the-cincinnati/
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/society-of-the-cincinnati/
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corn.9 Farmers within the county also dealt in hogs and timber as additional sources of income.10 
Probate records from Colonel Thomas Ridley’s death in 1815 indicate that he owned work 
horses, hogs, horned cattle, and sheep at Rotherwood. Tax records from the early nineteenth 
century also indicate that Ridley owned 40 enslaved African Americans. In his will, he named 
eight individuals: Lewis, Dick, Pompey, Robin, Hannah, Maggie, Dinah, and Cynthia. These 
enslaved persons were left to his wife, Amey; such bequeaths were common during the era of 
chattel slavery. Ridley also left his wife the “land and plantation whereon I now live.” Amey 
died shortly after Thomas, and in 1815, their youngest son, Francis Ridley, inherited 
Rotherwood, the eight named individuals, as well as all of Ridley’s unnamed enslaved persons.11  

A graduate of William and Mary College, Francis Ridley served two terms in the Virginia House 
of Delegates between 1813-1815. Francis Ridley died only a few years later in 1822, leaving the 
Rotherwood estate to his son Francis T. Ridley.12 Francis T. (or Frank) Ridley attended Trinity 
College, and studied law at the University of Virginia. Unlike his father and grandfather, 
however, he did not practice law nor become a politician. Instead, he focused on agricultural 
production. By the mid-nineteenth century, Frank Ridley was one of 80 planters, defined as those 
owning more than 500 acres, in Southampton County. Frank married Elizabeth “Bettie” Norfleet 
Goodwyn in 1841, and the two had six children. In 1851-1852, Frank Ridley made substantial 
additions to Rotherwood’s main house, which doubled the property’s improvement value from 
$1,000 to $2,000.13 The main house, built c. 1809 during his father’s ownership, was expanded, 
likely to accommodate the large family, and remodeled with Greek Revival style elements 
popular during the mid-nineteenth century.  

During the early-nineteenth century, farmers in Southampton County began diversifying their 
crops as repeated cultivation of wheat and corn depleted the soil of its nutrients. Additionally, a 
staple component of the majority of farms in Southampton County during this period was an 
orchard, typically apples and peaches, some of which was used to support the family and some 
sold for the creation of apple and peach brandy.14 Under Frank Ridley, Rotherwood consisted of 
1,000 acres of agricultural fields, which produced crops including wheat, corn, oats, cotton, peas, 
beans, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, hay, apples, and peaches. Additionally, the plantation 
included livestock such as horses, mules, working oxen, dairy cows, cattle, sheep, and hogs.15 
Frank Ridley also owned another 3,000 acres of unimproved woodland, which may have been 
used for lumber production, as was common in the county.16 

 
9 Laird, Rotherwood, 14.  
10 The Ottery Group, Inc., “Historic Structures Survey of Southampton County, Virginia,” for the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources (Silver Spring, MD: The Ottery Group, Inc., May 2008), 13. 
11 James River Institute for Archaeology, Inc., Archaeological Investigations at Rotherwood, 10. 
12 Laird, Rotherwood, 7. 
13 Laird, Rotherwood, 6. 
14 The Ottery Group, Inc., “Historic Structures Survey of Southampton County, Virginia,” 14. 
15 Laird, Rotherwood, 14. 
16 Laird, Rotherwood, 14. 
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Frank Ridley’s life as a “gentlemen farmer” and his vast landholdings were supported by the 
labor of enslaved African Americans. The number of enslaved persons that Frank Ridley owned 
increased considerably during the mid-nineteenth century from those individuals he had inherited 
as child. Frank also inherited six enslaved individuals from his father-in-law, William B. 
Goodwyn, in 1849. Court records indicate the names of these persons, along with their estimated 
monetary value, which totaled $2,625, more than the Rotherwood house: Daniel ($1,000), 
George ($100), Clara ($350), Liddia ($400), Abraham ($425), and Fanny ($350). The high value 
assigned to several of these individuals, and especially Daniel, suggests that he was likely a very 
skilled laborer. The embodiment of personal wealth in enslaved people over other forms of 
property was typical for enslavers in Virginia. The combined efforts of the enslaved workforce 
resulted in high productivity and profits that paid for continued operations of the plantation as 
well as the lifestyles of enslavers and their families. By 1850, Ridley owned 74 enslaved persons, 
and by 1860, at least 102. Approximately 38 percent of the enslaved population at Rotherwood 
were children under the age of 16. The number of children present, as well as the population 
increase each decade, suggests that there may have been opportunities for the development of 
family units, which led to natural increase of the enslaved population.17 Additionally, at least 
eight individuals over the age of 60 were recorded at Rotherwood, and several individuals lived 
well into their 80s and 90s.  

Both the Ridleys and the enslaved individuals at Rotherwood likely felt the impacts of the nearby 
insurrection known as Nat Turner’s Rebellion, which occurred in Southampton County in 1831. 
On August 21-22, 1831, Turner, along with a few dozen recruits, carried out the “bloodiest slave 
revolt in American history” just 50 miles southwest of the shipyard in Southampton County.18 
Immediately following the revolt, which resulted in the deaths of 55 White people from various 
slaveholding families, widespread anxiety and fear swept Virginia, as well as other slaveholding 
states.19 In the fall of 1831, the Virginia Legislature received 40 petitions signed by 
approximately 2,000 Virginians calling for a range of actions from gradual emancipation of 
slaves to the complete removal of free and enslaved Black residents from the state. These 
petitions prompted the Virginia State Legislature to enter a debate regarding the manumission of 
slaves in January 1832.20 As historian William Freehling stated, “No other Southern state had 

 
17 Laird, Rotherwood, 10; James River Institute for Archaeology, Inc., Archaeological Investigations at Rotherwood, 
4; U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1850 U.S. Federal Census – Slave Schedules, Ancestry.com Accessed August 10, 
2022; U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1860 U.S. Federal Census – Slave Schedules, Ancestry.com. Accessed August 10, 
2022. 
18 Patrick H. Breen, The Land Shall be Deluged in Blood: A New History of the Nat Turner Revolt, (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2015), 1. 
19 Breen, The Land Shall be Deluged in Blood; see also: Jennifer Larson, “A Rebellion to Remember: The Legacy of 
Nat Turner,” Documenting the American South, https://docsouth.unc.edu/highlights/turner.html, (accessed 22 April 
2019).  
20 Erik S. Root, “The Virginia Slavery Debate of 1831-1832,” Encyclopedia Virginia, 
https://www.encyclopediavirginia.org/Virginia_Slavery_Debate_of_1831-1832_The#start_entry (accessed 21 
December 2018).  
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such an extensive debate” regarding the subject of emancipation prior to the Civil War.21 
Ultimately, Virginia legislators decided to impart more strict laws and punishment aimed at 
restricting interactions and activities among free and enslaved persons of color. Laws restricted 
the movement and gathering of all Black Virginians, and severely limited their access to learning 
how to read and write. Black congregations continued to meet, but a White pastor had to be 
present at all times. Such restrictions were passed in most slaveholding states following Nat 
Turner’s Rebellion.  

The majority of the sites associated with Nat Turner’s Rebellion were located to the south and 
east of Rotherwood. The close proximity makes it possible that the enslaved individuals on the 
property were approached, heard about, or were involved in the revolt; however, detailed 
documentation of the trials makes no mention of the Ridleys of Rotherwood. Although no 
documentary evidence has been uncovered to date to suggest that Rotherwood or the enslaved 
individuals residing at the property were in any way involved in Nat Turner’s Rebellion, the 
impacts of the event were felt far and wide. The event would have likely been discussed at length 
by the Ridleys, as their neighbors and family members dealt with the direct impacts and 
aftermath of the event. It is also likely that Frank Ridley discussed or in some way assisted his 
brother Thomas Ridley of Buckhorn Plantation—where Nat Turner and his fellow 
insurrectionists hid out on the night of August 22, 1831—following the rebellion and throughout 
the trials.22 Unfortunately, however, documentation of these encounters has not been uncovered 
to date. Such interactions with Southampton County neighbors, the Ridley family’s status within 
the community, and the sweeping impacts of Nat Turner’s Rebellion may have impacted White 
and Black relations at Rotherwood immediately following the insurrection.  

Like many Antebellum enslavers, the Ridleys had complex relationships with the enslaved 
persons at Rotherwood, as well as paternalistic ideas about the institution of slavery. In 1861, 
William G. Ridley, the son of Frank Ridley, wrote to his family regarding his concern for those 
who had fallen ill at home, writing “I am uneasy here all the time, for when I hear of sickness at 
home, either in the black or white family, I want to be there.”23 William Ridley also noted that 
the accommodations at Craney Island in November 1861 were “not as nice” as the slave quarters 
at Rotherwood. In 1862, Bettie Ridley wrote about walking over to see Peggy in her newly 
constructed, two-room dwelling, and visiting Nancy’s baby. In 1858, Frank Ridley, who had 
inherited most of the enslaved individuals he owned, wrote of his concerns regarding the 
profitability of his Virginia plantation and the enslaved labor, and considered the potential 

 
21 William Freehling, CSPANN Presentation, September 2010. For more on the Virginia Emancipation Debate see: 
Alison Goodyear Freehling, Drift Toward Dissolution: The Virginia Slavery Debate of 1831-1832, (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1982).  
22 At least four enslaved individuals from Buckhorn Plantation joined the insurrection, and therefore, Thomas Ridley 
is mentioned a few times in the trials. Thomas R. Gray, The Confessions of Nat Turner, 1831, 
https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/turner/turner.html (accessed 21 Dec 2022); “The Path of Nat Turner’s Rebellion,” 
Story Map, https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/a22728634385fc4958eefc346a6d888c/path-of-nat-turners-
rebellion/index.html (accessed 21 Dec 2022).  
23 Laird, Rotherwood, 12. 

https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/turner/turner.html
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/a22728634385fc4958eefc346a6d888c/path-of-nat-turners-rebellion/index.html
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/a22728634385fc4958eefc346a6d888c/path-of-nat-turners-rebellion/index.html
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financial benefits of moving his enslaved laborers to Texas.24 While some of the family’s 
contemporary accounts demonstrate a certain level of concern, care, and even community among 
Black and White individuals, Frank Ridley’s letter serves as a reminder that the enslaved 
population at Rotherwood did not have the freedom to choose their circumstances and were 
exploited for their enslaver’s financial gain. 

As with many Virginia farms, the Civil War significantly altered the scale of the agricultural 
operations at Rotherwood. It does not appear than the impact of Emancipation was immediate, 
however. In 1871, Bettie Ridley wrote to friends that there were “as many slaves [sic] of the 
farm nearly as in the days of slavery… as many in our service as we wish… others occupying 
housing with the understanding that we command their labor when we want it.”25 It is unlikely 
that there were many opportunities for freedmen in Southampton County following 
Emancipation. The Ridley family letters and archaeological evidence suggest that African 
Americans continued to live and work at Rotherwood during the Reconstruction period, and 
some appear to have also become tenant farmers on the property, including Daniel Chapman.26 
By the 1880s, however, the Ridleys were cultivating only 31 acres at Rotherwood for corn and 
Irish potatoes, and 10 acres as an apple orchard. Many of the other cultivable acres were leased 
out in smaller tracts to other farmers. The loss of their enslaved workforce meant that the Ridleys 
may not have been able to keep the bulk of their land in production and the lowered production, 
in turn, likely was reflective of the economic stagnation that rural Virginia experienced after the 
Civil War. The Ridleys also sold cordwood from the property for additional income, while their 
livestock had dwindled significantly from their pre-war numbers.27 

The Ridleys’ ownership history came to a close in 1883 when Robert J. Neely, Frank Ridley’s 
son-in-law, sold the property to Dr. Joseph H. M. Sykes. Although details about the crops and 
agricultural operations at Rotherwood during the end of the nineteenth and into the twentieth 
centuries remain obscured, the land continued to be utilized for agriculture. An undated plat of 
Sykes Farm depicts the pattern of agricultural fields and woodlands at Rotherwood, as well as 
outbuildings and other resources that were possibly tenant farms.28 Sykes owned Rotherwood 
until 1910. The property changed hands a few times during the early years of the twentieth 
century until purchased by William H. Vincent, one of the founders of the nearby town of 
Capron. While Vincent only owned the property for a short time before his death, the property 
passed to his wife Sarah E. Vincent in 1919. The property then passed through the Vincent 
family heirs to the Rawlings and Joneses through the end of the twentieth century, primarily 

 
24 Laird, Rotherwood, 12. 
25 Bettie Ridley to Georgia, 12 March 1871 
26Bettie Ridley to Georgia, 12 March 1871. Based on available research at time of this nomination, it is unclear 
whether this is the same Daniel valued at $1,000, whom Frank Ridley inherited in 1849. 
27 Laird, Rotherwood, 9-10.  
28 James River Institute for Archaeology, Inc., Archaeological Investigations at Rotherwood, 6. 
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following the female line until 1966 when Sara Rawlings Jones died, leaving the property to her 
husband, Darden W. Jones. 29  

Darden W. Jones worked as a dentist in the town of Franklin for 45 years and was a prominent 
member of the community, serving on boards and holding leadership roles in various local 
social, business, and charitable organizations, and operating a 700-acre farm at Rotherwood. In 
1946, Jones was elected to the City Council and served in this position for 28 years. While living 
at Rotherwood, Jones was elected as Mayor of Franklin in 1957, a position he held until 1974. 
During his tenure as Mayor, Jones significantly contributed to the growth and renewal of 
Franklin, including the town’s transition to an independent city through annexation in 1960. 
Included in his robust list of accomplishments during his time as Mayor are the formation of a 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority, development of a comprehensive plan, and providing 
assistance in the establishment of various civic, institutional, and commercial developments 
including Paul D. Camp Community College and the Oak Street Community Center. Jones was 
selected as First Citizen of Franklin in 1973 “for his humanitarian, civic, and professional 
contributions to his community.”30  

Rotherwood’s Agricultural History Context 

Rotherwood served as a plantation as early as 1809, when Thomas Ridley, a Revolutionary War 
Colonel, identified the property in his will. During the nineteenth century, more than 100 
enslaved persons provided agricultural labor and cultivated the crops that contributed to the 
financial success of the Ridley family and the economic growth of the county. In addition to 
cultivation of staple cash crops, Rotherwood profited from livestock as well as timber. The c. 
1820 outbuilding at Rotherwood warrants further study as it could yield information about 
antebellum farming activities (although the building could have been used for domestic purposes 
as well or in addition to farm uses). As with many other farms in Southampton County, 
agriculture at Rotherwood was able to persist in the late-nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
through changes in farming practices, new technologies and mechanized equipment, and 
diversification of crops. Practices such as tenant farming and leasing land preserved the 
undivided and profitable land. Increased mechanization and use of commercial fertilizers during 
the early-to-mid-twentieth century also significantly contributed to the agricultural boom 
experienced throughout Southampton County, as did the commercial success of crops such as 
peanuts and soybeans. After World War II, industrialization of farming practices occurred across 
Virginia, as well as the United States (and the world), in what became known as the Green 
Revolution. Increased production of wheat, corn, and rice, in particular, spurred widespread 
societal changes as high-yielding crops could feed growing populations and reduce perennial 
hunger. Development of effective pesticides also allowed farmers to defeat pests that had 
decimated other cash crops, such as the boll weevil (which infested cotton in fields) and tobacco 

 
29 Laird, Rotherwood, 7. 
30 “Darden W. Jones,” Southampton-Nansemond County Virginia USGenWeb Archives Obituaries (2000). 
Accessed August 18, 2022. http://files.usgwarchives.net/va/southampton/obits/j520d5ob.txt.  

http://files.usgwarchives.net/va/southampton/obits/j520d5ob.txt
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beetles (which attacked tobacco as it cured in sheds), that historically underpinned Virginia’s 
agricultural success. Although large commercial farms experienced the highest rates of return by 
investing in such technology, small family farms also came to rely on them. At Rotherwood, the 
presence of three c. 1950 metal grain bins, a c. 1950 shed, c. 1970 machine shed, and c. 1970 
pole barn are associated with these important trends in agricultural history.31  

Rotherwood was transferred to Darden W. Jones, Farms, Inc., the current owner of record, in 
1993, and, as of this writing, the property continues to be used as an operational agricultural 
estate. The continued agricultural use of the property has preserved its rural agricultural setting 
 
African-American History and Archeological Context at Rotherwood 
 
By 1860, enslaved African Americans made up approximately 48 percent of Southampton 
County’s population. Documentation and extant resources associated with this population, 
however, remain rare. Therefore, the documentation that exists concerning the enslaved persons 
at Rotherwood offers a rare opportunity to further understanding of the history of African 
Americans in Southampton County. In addition to the named enslaved persons in the Ridley 
family probate records, the Virginia Death Records Index lists several named individuals, as well 
as their next-of-kin. Rotherwood’s main house and c. 1820 outbuilding are directly associated 
with the labors of the Black workers held at the property, as are the agricultural fields that remain 
in production today and the South Field Archaeological Site (44SN0299), which, even with 
minimal testing, has yielded a range of diagnostic artifacts.  
 

 
31 “Comprehensive History,” Southampton County, Virginia. Accessed August 15, 2022. 
https://www.southamptoncounty.org/i_want_to/history/comprehensive_history.php  

https://www.southamptoncounty.org/i_want_to/history/comprehensive_history.php
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Figure 1: Enslaved African Americans Deceased at Rotherwood, 1853-1862, Courtesy of James River Institute for Archaeology 

 
Archaeological Potential 
 
In December 2010 and February 2011, James River Institute for Archaeology, Inc. (JRIA) 
conducted archaeological investigations of the area surrounding the main house and of the South 
Field (Site 44SN0299. Their investigations of the curtilage around the main house provided 
indications of historic landscaping activities but did not yield significant evidence of below-
ground cultural features, although JRIA recommended that conducting a ground-penetrating 
radar (GPR) survey could yield more information. At South Field Archaeological Site 
(44SN0299), however, JRIA collected and recorded 527 surface artifacts dating from the late-
eighteenth century through the nineteenth century. Based on the concentration and patterning of 
the artifacts, JRIA suggested that this represented the location of Rotherwood’s former plantation 
slave dwellings. Their report explains that this location is consistent with such dwellings on 
contemporary plantations, and this finding aligns with the documentary evidence that records a 
high number of enslaved African Americans at Rotherwood during the nineteenth century. 
Additionally, documentary and archaeological evidence indicates that these quarters continued to 
be occupied by former enslaved African Americans for a period after Emancipation. JRIA 
recommended that more extensive archaeological testing be done of the South Field for its 
potential to yield significant additional information relating to the history of African Americans 
at Rotherwood. Based on their findings, JRIA also found that the archaeological component of 
Rotherwood retains sufficient integrity and research potential to contribute to the property’s 

' I • . '. t '-'< l i iWhm· 1-, 1n !.a1J•I ~ H I :~~JH trll l -
Charles M 70 November 1853 None given None given 
Unnamed F 1 day June 1856 None given Ritter (father) 
Abner M 2 months August 1856 Whooping cough Ritter (father) 
Herny M 1 month August 1856 Whooping cough Naney (mother) 
Umrnmed F 1 day September 1856 None given Fanny (mother) 
U1111amed M 7 days November 1856 None given Cynthia (mother) 
Patty F 90 December 1857 Brain fever (Encephalitis or None given 

Meningitis) 
Tom M None given July 1858 None given Rachel (mother) 
Moses M 80 August 1859 Old age None given 
Eliza F 20 January 1861 Pneumonia Mary (mother) 
Cornelia F 2 March 1861 None given Clara (mother) 
Patty F 65 May 1861 Pneumonia None given 
Jack M 60 May 1861 Pneumonia None given 
Paul M 1 May 1861 Dropsy (Edema) Jenny (mother) 
Fanny F 1.5 June 1861 DiaIThea Nancy (mother) 
Um1amed F 10 clays July 1861 None given Cynthia (mother) 
Lon :t,.1I 65 October 1861 Gravel (Kidney stones) None given 
Hulda F 60 May 1862 None given None given 
Anna F 4 months June 1862 Brain fever (Encephalitis or urin (mother) 

Meningitis) 
Mason M 15 days November 1862 None given Lydia (mother) 
Malinda F 7 months December 1862 None given Justin (father) 
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National Register eligibility.32 Although investigations to date are not sufficient to demonstrate 
the archaeological site meets NRHP Eligibility Criterion D, the information yielded to date helps 
to shed light on Rotherwood’s historic activities and to understanding of the historic cultural 
landscape. 
 
Future field investigations and professional testing of the property’s extensive acreage may lead 
to the identification of additional associated historic resources. Based on available data potential, 
archaeological findings may include conclusively identifying locations of former dwellings for 
enslaved people, demolished agricultural outbuildings, and a burial site for enslaved African 
Americans and/or White Ridley family members.  
 
 

 
32 James River Institute for Archaeology, Inc., Archaeological Investigations at Rotherwood. 
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____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
_X__ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository:    Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):   DHR #087-0045   
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 
 
Acreage of Property _58_____________ 
 
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude:  36.701740  Longitude: -77.243670 

 
2. Latitude: 36.701730  Longitude: -77.238440 

 
3. Latitude: 36.695200  Longitude: -77.238470 

 
4. Latitude: 36.695190  Longitude: -77.243650 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 
1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:  

 
2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 

 

  □ □ 
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3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
Rotherwood encompasses 58 acres of the current 191-acre parcel associated with the 
property. The  nominated portion of the property is bounded on the north by Southampton 
Parkway, the gravel road of the main house south along the treeline to the wooded area south 
of the South Field, and roughly follows the western parcel line. The true and correct historic 
boundary is also shown on the attached Sketch Map/Photo Key, which has a scale of 
1”=160’.  
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The historic boundary encompasses the primary historic core of the nineteenth century 
Rotherwood plantation and includes all of its historic agricultural outbuildings and known 
archaeological sites associated with enslaved African Americans. Areas of the current larger 
parcel that are excluded from the historic boundary have been farmed in recent years using 
modern technologies or are the location of residences not associated with the historic 
Rotherwood plantation. Additionally, the parcel has been divided by modern road 
construction that is not associated with the significance of Rotherwood. The property’s 
historic setting and all known associated historic resources have been included within the 
historic boundary.  
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Kayla Halberg, Victoria Leonard, Ashlen Stump_______________ 
organization:  _Commonwealth Preservation Group____________________________ 
street & number:  _536 W 35th Street ______________________________ 
city or town:  _Norfolk__________________ state: _VA________ zip code:_23508______ 
e-mail:  _admin@commonwealthpreservationgroup.com____________________ 
telephone: _757-923-1900________________ 
date:  _May 22, 2023 ____________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
• Maps:  A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
 
•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources. Key all photographs to this map. 
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• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo 
date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property: Rotherwood 
 
City or Vicinity: Capron 
 
County: Southampton  State: VA 
 
Photographer: Kayla Halberg 
 
Date Photographed: April 2022 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
Photo Number of 42 Description View/Direction 

1 Façade/East elevation of Main House W 
2 Façade and South elevation oblique NW 
3 South elevation N 
4 Detail of Portico and Main Entrance W 
5 Detail south entrance N 
6 Rear/West elevation of Main House E 
7 North elevation  S 
8 First Floor, Central Hall W 
9 First Floor, Central Hall, Facing Front 

Entrance 
E 

10 First Floor Stair Detail SW 
11 First Floor Parlor N 
12 First Floor Living Room S 
13 First Floor Living Room, Fireplace Detail S 
14 First Floor Dining Room S 
15 Second Floor Stair Landing and Hall W 
16 Second Floor South Bedroom S 
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17 View of Outbuildings  N 
18 View of Outbuildings S 
19 Shed and Lean-to W 
20 Well and front yard SE 
21 Machine Shed W 
22 Outbuilding 1, South and East Elevation 

Oblique 
NW 

23 Outbuilding 1, West Elevation E 
24 Outbuilding 1, North and West Elevation 

Oblique 
SE 

25 Outbuilding 1, SW Corner Detail NE 
26 Outbuilding 1, Shed roof addition rafter 

detail 
S 

27 Outbuilding 1, South elevation detail N 
28 Outbuilding 1, Beaded weatherboard detail N 
29 Outbuilding 1, Foundation Detail S 
30 Outbuilding 1, Door detail S 
31 Outbuilding 1, Ceiling Detail N 
32 Outbuilding 1, Interior West Elevation and 

Stair Detail 
W 

33 Outbuilding 1, Stair Detail W 
34 Outbuilding 1, Stair Detail N 
35 Pole Barn N 
36 Pole Barn North Elevation S 
37 Barn South Elevation N 
38 Barn East Elevation W 
39 Corrugated Metal Shed SW 
40 Metal Grain Bins E 
41 Bell Pole SW 

 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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